Featured Research: Special issue on Norway-Canada Comparisons of Marine
Ecosystems (NORCAN) in Progress in Oceanography.

The final results of the ESSAS-sponsored project entitled Norway-Canada Comparison of Marine
Ecosystems (NORCAN) was recently published in a special issue of Progress in Oceanography.
The issue consists of 7 papers all co-authored by Canadian and Norwegian scientists comparing
various aspects of the marine ecosystems off Norway with those in Labrador Sea. There is one
paper each covering the physical oceanography, the phytoplankton production, and the dominant
zooplankton species (Calanus finmarchicus); three papers on capelin (Mallotus villosus), the
main forage fish, comparing recent changes in their spatial distribution, their recruitment
dynamics, and their diets; and one on the dominant commercial fish in the two regions (Atlantic
cod, Gadus morhua). The papers on the distribution and recruitment of capelin also include
comparisons with the Icelandic stock. An introductory paper summarizes and synthesizes the
results of these studies as well as discussing the likely ecosystem scenarios under future climate
change using the NORCAN results. The references for the special issue and the various papers
are listed below.
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